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SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL QUESTIONNAIRE ON USG 

PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS: 

UNESCO 

REF: STATE 1 1243 

1 . IN RESPONSE REFTEL QUERY, IF ACCESS TO UNESCO 
INTERNAL RECORDS IS INTERPRETED TO MEAN ALLOWING 
INVESTIGATION OF UNESCO INTERNAL DOCUMENTS BY USG 
AGENCIES THEN ANSWER IS NEGATIVE, ACCORDING TO DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR GENERAL FOBES. HOWEVER, FOBES EMPHASIZED THAT 
GREAT BULK OF UNESCO DOCUMENTS ARE PUBLICLY AVAILABLE TO 
MEMBER STATES AND GENERAL PUBLIC. IN SPECIFIC CONTEXT 

OF ACCESS TO FINANCIAL RECORDS IN A MONITORING - 
INVESTIGATIVE FUNCTION, ENTAILING PUBLIC REPORTS BY 
THESE BODIES, UNESCO IS OPEN TO THE ORGANIZATION'S 
EXTERNAL AUDITING UNIT AND TO THE UN JOINT INSPECTION 
UNIT. A BASIC CONSIDERATION IN LIMITING ACCESS IS THAT 
ONCE THIS EXTENDED TO ONE MEMBER STATE IT WOULD HAVE TO 
BE EXTENDED TO ALL MEMBER STATES. 

2. WITH REGARD TO UNESCO MEETINGS, UNESCO'S LEGAL 
ADVISER CONFIRMED TO PERMDEL THAT ALL MEETINGS AND 
RELEVANT MEETING DOCUMENTS IN CATEGORY I TO V ARE OPEN 
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FOR THESE CATEGORIES OF MEETINGS USUALLY CARRY A RULE ON 
"PUBLICITY' 1 ALLOWING FOR CLOSURE OF MEETING TO GENERAL 
PUBLIC BY MAJORITY VOTE OF MEETING, NEITHER PERMDEL NOR 
SECRETARIAT CAN RECALL AN INSTANCE WHERE A MOTION FOR 
SUCH CLOSURE HAS BEEN INTRODUCED AND/OR PASSED. 

3. SIMILARLY, UNESCO GENERAL CONFERENCE AND EXECUTIVE 
BOARD SESSIONS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC WITH THE EXCEPTION 
OF TRADITIONALLY "PRIVATE" BOARD SESSIONS RE DG 
CONSULTATION WITH BOARD ON TOP LEVEL SECRETARIAT 
APPOINTMENTS. BOARD'S COMMITTEE ON CONVENTIONS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS IN EDUCATION MEETS IN PRIVATE SESSION- 
OPEN, HOWEVER, TO BOARD MEMBERS-WHEN CONSIDERING 
COMPLAINTS ALLEGING VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND CULTURE. RULES OF PROCEDURE 
RESPECTIVELY FOR THE BOARD AND THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
ALLOW FOR CLOSURE TO PUBLIC BY MAJORITY VOTE OF 
PARTICIPANTS BUT NEITHER PERMDEL NOR SECRETARIAT CAN 
RECALL AN INSTANCE WHERE THIS HAS BEEN DONE. 
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